Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 02869 081130Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 H-01 INR-07 PRS-01 SS-15 SP-02 
/039W 

081134Z 121283/12 

P R 080836Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3147 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 2869 

ST ADIS//////////////// 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR KS US 

SUB J : KOREAN ASSEMBLYMAN PLANS TO CANCEL SUIT AGAINST WASHINGTON 
STAR 

REF: SEOUL 2660 

1 . ON APRIL 7 AND 8, LOCAL MEDIA REPORTED THAT WASHINGTON 

STAR NEWSPAPER HAD RUN ARTICLE OF "CORRECTION AND EXPLANATION", 
STATING THAT INVESTIGATION HAD PROVEN THAT REP. O CHONG-GUN 
WAS NOT ONE OF THE TWO KOREAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMEN WHO VISITED 
WASHINGTON IN 1975 AND WERE INVOLVED IN POSSIBLE BRIBERY OF 
U.S. CONGRESSMEN, AS REPORTED ON MARCH 20. STAR'S RETRACTION, 

WHICH APPEARED ON PAGE FIVE OF APRIL 2 ISSUE, REFLECTED RESULT 
OF INVESTIGATION WASHINGTON STAR UNDERTOOK ON ITS OWN, AFTER 
LEARNING OF REP. O'S SUIT, ACCORDING TO LOCAL MEDIA. 

2. EMBOFF CONTACTED CLOSE ADVISOR OF REP. O S APRIL 8 AND 
WAS TOLD THAT, ON RECOMMENDATION OF SEVERAL FRIENDS IN 
PRPSS CIRCLES, REP. O CONSIDERS STAR'S RETRACTION 
SUFFICIENT APOLOGY AND HAS INSTRUCTED LAWYERS TO MAKE 
PREPARATIONS TO WITHDRAW HIS SUIT. REP. O WILL PROBABLY 
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WRITE DIRECVLY TO REPORTER OPPENHEIMER OR EDITORS OF 
STAR, TO REGISTER HIS REGRET OVER SUIT AND ENTIRE 
INCIDENT AND TO EXPRESS HOPE FOR FRIENDLY RELATIONS IN 
FUTURE. ADVISOR TO REP. O EMPHASIZED THAT ABOVE OUTLINE 
OF SETTLEMENT IS TENTATIVE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
UNTIL NEXT 
WEEK AT LEAST. 
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